The application of long- and short-term progestagen treatments for oestrous cycle control in heifers.
Progestagen-impregnated pessaries were inserted into 205 heifers on eight farms. Treatments were either pessaries only for 20 days or pessaries for 10 days combined with an intramuscular injection of 250 mg progesterone+7-5 mg oestradiol benzoate on the day of insertion. Pessary retention was low (86.7%) over the 20-day period, but high (93-6%) during the 10-day period. Calving rates of heifers inseminated in oestrus following the 20-day treatment were low, while those of heifers inseminated on a fixed-time basis with the 10-day treatment were slightly higher than those of control heifers.